Laser options
Diode (a choice between high current or high polarization) easy, low maintenance, reliable low noise ~ 0.1% @ 30 Hz low power < 100 mW wavelength fixed DC light => leakage Original vendor SDL quit selling amps Ti:Sa (can achieve both high current AND high polarization) high power ~ 300 mW wavelength adjustable higher maintenance homebuilt laser noise at 30 Hz can be high (~ 1%)
Lifetime (1/e) 
Dynamic laser configuration
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Monitoring HC beam quality at the injector provides the User additional information and confidence. 
